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 Updates and Reminders

 Accommodations

 Rosters
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 Test Window
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Reminders
 TAM will be online by Friday, March 11 or sooner.  

 Short questionnaire

 Start dates

 Devices

 Decisions about roles

 Remember TAs have very limited roles

 Smarter Testing Irregularities

 Through TIDE not through the MontCAS Online Reporting 

System

 MontCAS Online Reporting System updates are still in 

progress. 

 Test Security 3



Accessibility and 

Accommodations Framework

Smarter goal is to provide every student with a 

positive assessment experience 

 Fair and accurate estimate of each student’s 

achievement

 Remove obstacles to accurate measurement for  

 Students who are English Language Learners 

ELLs

 Students with Disabilities

 Students with special assessment needs
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Usability, Accessibility and 

Accommodations Guide

 Guidelines apply to all 

students

 FAQ

 Three levels of support

 Universal Tools

 Designated                   

Supports

 Accommodations

http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/15UAA_guidelines.pdf5

http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/15UAA_guidelines.pdf


Smarter Accommodations

Three levels of support 
both embedded and non-
embedded

Level 1 – Universal Tools
 For ALL students

Level 2-Designated Supports
 For SOME students

Level 3 –Accommodations
 For a FEW students

Taken from the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium: 
Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines 
document 6



Text to Speech and Read-Aloud 

Accommodation for Grades 3-5

 Utilize team approach

 Significant decision 

 Table 1 in Guidelines for TTS and Read-Aloud

 Questions to inform decisions

 Data collection

 Utilize practice test or other reading 

achievement test
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/16GuidelinesC

hoosingTTS_ReadAloudGr3_5.pdf
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http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/16GuidelinesChoosingTTS_ReadAloudGr3_5.pdf


Embedded Designated Supports & 

Accommodations

Embedded Designated Supports Embedded Accommodations

Color Contrast American Sign Language (ASL)

Masking Braille

Text-to-Speech Closed Captioning

Translated Test Directions Text-to-Speech

Translations (Glossary w/audio) Streamlined Interface

Translation of Items

Turning off Universal Tools
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Non-Embedded Designated Supports & 

Accommodations

Non-Embedded Designated 

Supports
Non-Embedded Accommodations

Bilingual Dictionary Abacus

Color Contrast Alternate Response Options

Color Overlay Calculator

Magnification Multiplication Table

Read Aloud Print on Demand

Scribe Read Aloud

Separate Setting Scribe

Translation (Glossary) Speech-to-Text

Translated Test Directions (PDF 

format)

Noise Buffers 9



TIDE and Settings/Accommodations 

Read Aloud and TTS

 ELA

 The only read aloud or text-to-speech that would be 

considered an accommodation for an IEP or 504 student 

would be the text-to-speech for ELA reading passages .

 Options:  Just items, just passages, or both items and passages—

all components for IEP/504 students

 Non-IEP/504 students, just items (including response)

 Math—any components

 Stimulus (including PTs, the item’s questions, the items’ response 

options
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 Teacher Student Settings: Can change Student 

Settings for students on an Individual Basis
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 District/School Administrator: Can Change Student 

Settings for Individual Students AND can upload 

Student Settings
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Student Information – Search 
 Click the Student Information tab, then click 

View/Edit Students. Add Additional Search Criteria 

lets you search by gender, DOB, print size, color 

contrast, language, text-to-speech, streamlined mode, 

masking, permissive mode, etc.
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Student Information – Search 

 From the list of retrieved students, you can do the following:

 Edit Student Test Settings

 Print Test Tickets/Index Cards

 Export students into a list or spreadsheet
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Non-Proctored 

Practice and Training Tests
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No need to sign in, already a guest.  

• Click sign in.

• Choose grade, click yes

• Choose grade and content

• Choose settings

• Start my test

• Answer keys
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test-resources-and-documentation/#scoring

Smarter Link:  https://practice.smarterbalanced.org/student/ OR

Practice:  Opportunity for students to become familiar with item types.
Training:  Opportunity for students to become familiar with settings. 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test-resources-and-documentation/#scoring
https://practice.smarterbalanced.org/student/


Rosters
 For student reports/results

 For participation reports:  TAs can see completion if 

they have a specific roster assigned. Can make rosters 

at any point in time, even after reports/results.

 To print test tickets or schedule testing groups

 Can make rosters at any point in time, even after 

reports/results.
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Who Can 

View/Add/Modify/Delete/Print/Upload 

Rosters?
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To Create a Roster
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https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/
Click on the 2015-16 Administration button.
Log into TIDE
Go to Rosters by clicking on the icon or the tab at the top of the page

https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/
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• Select Manage Rosters 
• Use the pull down screens to select your System and School.
• Use these screens to view, edit, or delete a roster, from the 

Roster drop-down list, select the required roster. 
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Or Add a New Roster by making that selection in the Roster 
Drop-Down List
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• Create a roster name
• Select a teacher from the dropdown list (if the teacher is not in the 

dropdown go back to TIDE and add the teacher first)
• Select grade (s)
• Search Students
• Move students from Available student box (left) to Students in this Roster 

box  (right) (Use control to move multiple students)
• Save
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Use the Upload Roster tab if you have several rosters that you 
need to create at once.

Template for Uploading Rosters
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To confirm or edit your Rosters, you can go to the Manage 
Rosters screen and select the particular Roster you want to 
look at.  From here, you can change grade selection, move 
students in and out of that Roster, and Print Test Tickets.
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To print Test Tickets is directly from the Student Information screens.  You 
will be able to select all students or only certain students by using the 
checkboxes.  
• View/Edit Students
• Conduct Search
• Check boxes for students for whom you wish to make tickets
• Select the Print Ticket button and proceed through the steps provided
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Another way to Create your own Test Tickets is to export student data from 
the Student Information screens.  You will be able to select all students or 
only certain students by using the checkboxes.  
• View/Edit Students
• Conduct Search
• Check boxes for students for whom you wish to make tickets
• Select the Export button to export the student information into Excel



Participation Reports
 Smarter 2016 Online Reporting Guide

http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/S16marterOnlineReporting

Guide.pdf
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http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/S16marterOnlineReportingGuide.pdf


Secure Browsers
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MT Smarter Balanced Support
 https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/ is home 

for all online Smarter Balanced assessment administration 

information. 

 For questions regarding the online testing system, please 

contact:

 MT Help Desk at 888-792-2741 or 

 montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org.
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MontCAS Contacts
Angie Koehler, Assessment Assistant
406-444-3511 akoehler2@mt.gov

Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist, ELP and MSAA 
406-444-0748 yfield@mt.gov

Pam Birkeland, Special Projects
406-560-2060  pbirkeland@mt.gov

Paula Schultz, Smarter Accommodations
pschultz2@mt.gov

Judy Snow, State Assessment Director
406-444-3656, jsnow@mt.gov

Mellicent Friddell, Measured Progress Montana Program Manager
603- 749-9102 x7024 Friddell.Mellicent@measuredprogress.org
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